
184 CLIMBS AND REGIONAL NOTES

In Natal a route was opened on the North Saddle Peak in the Drakensberg.
The annual July meet in the Drakensberg, which is organised by the Natal
Section and attended by climbers from all over South Africa, was the usual
success. Cathkin Peak shed its snow in time to be climbed by parties on the
meet, but vacillating weather foiled attempts on the Monk's Cowl.

Cape climbers returned from the dryish Drakensberg to find Cape skiers
revelling in one of the best series of snow-falls for years. Those who had no
work to do found weeks of uninterrupted sport on Waaihoek and Matroosberg,
where ski-lifts were working overtime. Henri Snijders

Asia
Soviet Union

Summary, 1968 New and difficult ascents were made in the main mountain
areas from June to September. More than forty parties took part in the nine
teenth mountajneering championships, but bad weather or illness caused only
twenty-two of them to finish.

A typical feature of Soviet mountaineering in recent years has been the growing
number of ascents by face routes on peaks of more than 6500 m. These climbs
are in the high-altitude/technically difficult class. Seven parties were represen
ted in this class, and each one was able to claim victory. The faces climbed were
3-4 km in length.

Again, as last year, the prize route was on Peak Ogpu (6055 m) in the Central
Pamirs. Eight members of the Spartak society, led by G. Stepanov, did a
ten-day route on the Central Wall, requiring about 300 pegs, despite very bad
weather in the last two days.

The ascent of Peak Engels (6510 m) by the South face took second place.
B. Romanov and his comrades from the Trud Sports Society again confirmed
their high class by overcoming vertical walls at this altitude. One of the party
was V. Onishchenko, who has done the face climbs on the Petit Dru, the
Grandes Jorasses and the Grand Capucin.

The South-west Pamirs also produced the third prize-winner, for a climb on
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Peak Tadzhikistan (6505 m), led by G. Chunovkin from Leningrad, of the
Trud Sports Society. Although the route done by this party was harder than
that done on the same peak in 1965 by a Kabardino-Balkar party, it only took
third place. One hundred and ninety pegs were used for protection only-this
says much for the high standard and skill of the climbers when overcoming
sheer walls in free climbing.

New routes were also done on Peak Revolutsiya (6974 m) by V. Nekrasov's
party, Peak Communism (7495 m) from the Valter glacier by Y. Borodkin's
party, and on Mount Bodkhon in the Fan mountains by climbers led by 1.
Kudinov. But even these difficult climbs did not win prizes.

First in the next class of high-altitude climbs were members of the Spartak
Society from Leningrad. Under the leadership of International Master of
Sport of the U.S.S.R., P. Budanov, in nine days they did a PP-W route on the
East rib of Peak Communism from the Bivachniy glacier, giving 3000 m of
rock, partly covered in snow or ice; wind, frost and altitude added to the diffi
culty; 270 pegs. This party has been climbing together for more than five
years, and this has greatly contributed to its success.

A new route on Peak Revolutsiya, led by S. Artyukhin, took second place
For the first time the climbers made the assault on this peak from the Yazgul
yem-Dar glacier, and were successful. Special equipment helped: helicopters
brought loads to the Base Camp, avoiding difficult rivers and almost impassable
forests.

Peak Evgenia Korzhenevski (71°5 m) repeatedly beat off the attacks of moun
taineers climbing from the North, from the Mushketov glacier side. All the
same, some miners from the town of Donetsk, led by B. Sivtsov, got over what
appears to be the last unclimbed crest. On descending to Tashkent, they met
the woman of legend, Evgenia Korzhenevski, whose name the Pamir seven
thousander bears.

The ascent of Peak Communism by Sukhorukov's party from the Belyaev
glacier gave them only fourth place.

In the traverses class, there were many more parties ~ho did not succeed in
completing their routes. The Sovereign of Spirits-Peak Khan Tengri-was
subdued once more. The traverse of the giants, the most northerly six-thousan
ders, Shater-Saladin-Khan Tengri, was done by a party from the Caucasus
Spartak Society, under the leadership of B. Studenin. Even the I4-km
traverse of peaks Engels-Marx-Tadzhikistan could not stop the Spartak
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climbers led by R. Ivanov, who in summer and winter climb in the Zailiski
Ala-Tau area, for they had hardened themselves to a very high standard. It is
not surprising that they now intend to climb Peak Lenin (7134 m) in winter
conditions. A few years ago, even the thought of doing thi seemed inadmis
sible.

In the aucasus, the traverse of peaks Dalar-Dvoinashka-Zamok was done, and
included several difficult pitches. However, in spite of its great length, this
climb could not compete with high-altitude traverses in the Pamirs and Tian-

han mountains, and obtained third place in the final classification.

It may be observed that the interest of our climbers in traverses has decreased
of late, because practically all the peaks and ridges have been climbed, and in the
Pamirs and Tian-Shan mountains, such a climb takes too much time.

There were eight parties in the class for technically difficult climbs, and seven
of these were in the Caucasus. They consisted of young mountaineers, thor
oughly competent in climbing vertical walls using etriers, special platforms,
titanium pegs, pulleys for hauling up rucksacks, pegs for direct aid and so on.
There were also difficultie of another kind; the party which climbed Iount
Kirpich, by the outh face, (3800 m) carried thirty litres of water! The climbers
spent four nights in hammocks hung from pegs.

The beautiful shba alway~ attracts climbers. This time krainian mountain
eers had completed a route begun in J 967, when they had to descend because of
prolonged bad weather; after ten days of struggle they climbed the J 200 m
wall on the South peak of Ushba by the so-called 'mirror'. Even 300 m of
smooth and vertical slabs did not stop them. This party, led by honoured
Master of port V. Monogarov, fixed a red banner in the upper section of the
wall.

econd place was awarded to a party led by L. Popov for a climb on Chan
chakhi-Khokh (4420 m). Many climbers had dreamed of overcoming the
central bastion; some had looked at it from nearby routes, but had gone no
closer, while others had tried but retreated after one or two days. It appears
that it was a very rough and exciting climb for the six young lads who took the
risk and succeeded, using more than 300 peg.

The ascent of the junction of the faces on Krumkol (4676 m) from the North,
took third place. The party, led by A. Timofeyev, did the 1700 m route in
fifty-two hours climbing time.

But the best climb of last season was the ascent of the South-west face of Peak
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Communism by a picked party from the Mountaineering Federation of the
U.S.S.R. (article p 25). This climb was done outside the rules of the champion
ship. E.. yslovski, A. Ovchinnikov, V. Glukhov and V. Ivanov continued the
assault on the 2500 m face for nine days. The most difficult rocks were met at
a height of 7200 m, and moreover visibility here was only 50 m. Their food had
ru n out. On 21 August 1968, the sportsmen reached the highest point in the
land.

Each season reveals new and interesting routes to us, especial1y in the Pamir
and Tian-Shan mountains. We await the summer season of 1969 with impat
ience, and are already getting ready for it. (Translation: Alan Imrie.)

V. Shataev

Kohistan

North Kohistan expedition, 1968 R. Col1ister, A. Cormack (leader), R.
Metcalfe, J. Peck, Dr 1. Piper. From the road head at Gabral, the expedition
in early August walked up the Gabral val1ey for 25 miles, and set up a Base
Camp at 11,000 ft. From here, another camp was set up in a snow-bowl on the
east side of the valley at 15,000 ft on 8 August, and two peaks of 16,)00 ft and
16,600 ft respectively, were climbed by Metcalfe and Piper.

In the meantime Cormack and Collister had crossed the frontier ridge of Swat
and Chitral to the west of the valley, via a 10,000 ft pass, travel1ed down a
subsidiary glacier to the Manali Gol and reached the Bashkargolo Chat (lake)
in the Thalo Gol. Here they met the Austrian Expedition from Graz which
had just made the second ascent of Gochkar ar (20,5°3 ft) and the first ascent
of Haranboi Zom (19,°91 ft), but learnt that the sixth member of our expedi
tion, Henry Day, who was to have met them at the lake, had returned to Chitral
town the day before. Returning up the Kachkhani Gol, they left the Kach
khani An on their left, fol1owing the Kachkhani glacier proper to a 17,000 ft
col (between the points [8,581 ft and '9,262 ft on the Survey ofIndiat-in map)
which led back to the camp established on first crossing the frontier ridge.
From this camp, Col1ister and Cormack climbed one peak of '7,800 ft on the
ridge immediately to the south of the pass. On the following day the members
of the expedition were reunited at the Rase Camp, and promptly storm-bound
for a week.

Iet"calfe, Collister and Peck then recrossed the frontier ridge, and from the
old camp climbed a peak of '7,3°0 ft, on the ridge to the north of the pass. Two
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